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ABSTRACT 

Language is an important component to translate meaning, and is 
therefore, a crucial aspect of delivering messages across various 
healthcare settings. Language barrier study is an active student based 
study regarding the barrier in language. This study helps in assessing 
the level of language barrier on learning skills. Objective: To assess 
the level of language barrier on learning skills among 1st year B. Sc. 
Nursing students at Selected Nursing College in Indore. To associate 
the level of language barrier on learning skills among 1st year B. Sc. 
Nursing students with their selected socio economic demographic 
variables. Methodology: A descriptive study method was used in this 
study. Language barrier is a dependent study in this study. The 
population was made of 50 1st year B. Sc. Nursing students. Non 
probability purposive sampling technique is used for the study. 

The sample population was 50 students from selected College of 
nursing in Indore, Chi square was applied in testing the two Null 
hypothesis at 0.05 level of significance. Findings of the study states 
that 6% of the students have severe language barrier, 4% of the 
students have high language barrier whereas 34% and 28% have 
moderate and low language barrier respectively. 18% of the students 
have very low language barrier. The study recommends that lectures 
should be given in both native and English languages. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Healthcare systems in many countries are faced with 
increased immigration which leads to a growing 
ethnic, cultural and linguistic diversity (1). As a 
consequence of an increasing linguistic diversity, 
language barriers present an important challenge to 
many healthcare systems. Language barriers can 
impair access to health care service for patients who 
are not proficient in the language of the societies’ 
majority (2). Language barriers have a negative impact 
on the quality of care (3-5) and patient safety and 
increase costs through more frequent unnecessary 
testing, avoidable hospitalizations and longer hospital 
stays (6–10). Thus they contribute to health disparities 
in many societies (11). Health disparities such as 
unequal treatment related to language barriers are 
associated with unequal access to healthcare and 
unequal health outcomes (12). 

 
Recently, educators started to advocate for teaching 
modalities that not only transfer knowledge(13), but 
also foster critical and higher-order thinking and 
student-cantered    learning(14,15).Therefore, educators 
need to utilize proven teaching strategies to produce 
positive outcomes for learners(15). Since teaching 
methods impact student learning significantly, 
educators need to continuously test the effectives of 
their teaching strategies to ensure desired learning 
outcomes for their students given today’s dynamic 
learning environments(16). So it is very important for 
those working in healthcare, students of healthcare 
and for the decision makers to conduct and support 
studies that reveal the impact of language barriers in 
nursing care and nursing education to look for 
solutions to overcome drawbacks of this problem on 
quality of healthcare and patient satisfaction. 
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Thus this study was conducted to assess the level of 
language barrier on learning skills among 1st year B. 
Sc. Nursing students at Selected College of Nursing, 
Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 

Need for the Study 

The main inhibition in learning English was the role 
of English in the society as a foreign language and 
attrition mainly due to intervals between phases of 
learning English and lack of free time to spend on 
learning English. Students with unaddressed learning 
or speech difficulties often struggle to communicate 
in classroom settings (17). Students learning a second 
language often struggle to express themselves if they 
don’t have full command of that language. This can 
lead to emotional stress and affect their ability to 
learn. 

Statement of the problem  

“A Study to Assess the Level of Language Barrier on 
Learning Skills among 1st year B. Sc. Nursing 
Students at Selected Nursing College in Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh”. 

Objectives of the study  

1. “To assess the level of language barrier on 
learning skills among 1st year B. Sc. Nursing 
students at selected College of Nursing, Indore”.  

2. “To associate the level of language barrier on 
learning skills among 1st year B. Sc. Nursing 
students with their selected socio economic 
demographic variables”. 

Hypothesis  
Ho: There will be significant association between the 
level of language barrier on learning skills among B. 
Sc. Nursing 1st year students with their selected 
demographic variables.  

H1: There will be no significant association between 
the level of language barrier on learning skills among 
B. Sc. Nursing 1st year students with their selected 
demographic variables. 

Materials and Methods 

Research approach: Quantitative approach  

Research design: Cross sectional – descriptive 
research design 

Setting of the study: The study was conducted at a 
selected college of Nursing, Indore, Madhya Pradesh  

Population: Students who are studying B.Sc. Nursing 
degree course at a selected college of Nursing, Indore, 
Madhya Pradesh  

Sample size: 50 Student Nurses. 

Sampling technique: Non probability – purposive 
sampling technique. 

Description of the tool: The tool consists of 2 
sections. 

The total maximum score would be 100 based on the 
obtained scores level of language barrier on learning 
skills of the students would be classified as below. 
Absolute category retting (ACR) scale was used. 
Severe barrier (1 point), High barrier (2 points), 
Moderate barrier (3points), Low barrier (4 points), 
Very low barrier (5 points). 

Result and Discussion. 
The data has been analysed and interpreted in the 
light of objectives and hypothesis of the study. This 
chapter deals with the objectives of the study and also 
compares the study with the present findings. For a 
meaningful answer to our research the data’s 
collected must be processed analysed in some orderly 
coherent fashion so the relationship can be found out. 

Analysis of sample characteristics regarding demographic variables 
Table 1: Frequency and percentage distribution of 1st year B. Sc. Nursing students at Selected College 

of Nursing, Indore” according to their demographic variables 

S. No Demographic Variables Frequency Percentage 

1 Age 
18 36 72 
19 13 26 
20 1 2 

2 Gender 
Male 1 2 
Female 49 98 

3 Residential Area 
Rural 14 28 
Urban 36 72 

4 Type of Schooling 
Government 24 48 
Private 26 52 

5 Medium of Instruction 
English 39 78 
Hindi 11 22 

6 Mother Tongue 
English 0 0 
Hindi 42 84 
Others 8 16 
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7 Parents Education 

Uneducated 0 0 
Below High School 7 14 
Higher Secondary 8 16 
Degree 35 70 

The demographic variable age was divided into 3 categories 18, 19 and 20. Majority of the students are at the 
age group of 18 (72%) whereas 19 and 20 are 26% and 2% respectively. In gender 2% is male and remaining 
98% are females. When coming to area of the residence 28% are from Rural and 72% are from Urban. The type 
of schooling for the variables are 48% from Government and 52% are from Private Schools. Among this 78% 
are from English medium and 22% are from Hindi medium. In the variable mother tongue none of them have 
English as mother tongue, whereas 84% of the variables mother tongue is Hindi and 16% of the variables mother 
tongue is other languages. The education of the parents is divided into 4 categories where 0% are uneducated, 
14% are below high school, 16% are higher secondary and 70% of the parents have completed their Degree.  

Table 2: Frequency and percentage distribution of level of language barrier on learning skills 

S. No Level of Language Barrier Frequency Percentage 
1 Severe Language Barrier (81 -100) 3 6 
2 High Language Barrier (61- 80) 7 14 
3 Moderate Language Barrier (41-60) 17 34 
4 Low Language Barrier (21 -40) 14 28 
5 Very Low Language Barrier (21 -40) 9 18 

In the category level of language barrier, it is divided into 5 categories namely severe language barrier (3), high 
language barrier (7), moderate language barrier (17). Low language barrier (14) and very low language barrier 
(9). 

Most of the students come under the category Moderate language barrier (34%) followed by Low language 
barrier (28%). 

Table 3: Association between level of language barrier on learning skills with socio demographic 

variables. 

Demographic Variables Severe High Moderate Low Very Low Chi Square df 

Age of 
Students 

18 1 3 13 12 7 
11.54 8 19 2 3 4 2 2 

20 0 1 0 0 2 

Gender 
Male 0 1 0 0 0 

9.488 4 
Female 3 6 17 14 9 

Residential 
Area 

Rural 2 7 5 1 0 
18.91 4 

Urban 1 0 12 13 9 
Type of 
Schooling 

Government 3 4 9 6 0 
11.245 4 

Private 0 3 8 8 9 
Medium of 
Instruction 

English 0 0 16 14 9 
44.514 4 

Hindi 3 7 1 0 0 
 
Mother 
Tongue 

English 0 0 0 0 0 
43.385 8 Hindi 3 7 17 14 1 

Others 0 0 0 0 8 

 
Parents 
Education 

Uneducated 0 0 0 0 0 

43.371 12 
Below high school 3 4 0 0 0 
Higher Secondary 0 2 5 1 0 
Degree 0 1 12 13 9 

 

This study shows that regarding variables age and 
gender, the calculated value is lesser than table value. 
Hence the Null hypothesis can be accepted which 
states that there is no significance between variables. 
All the other remaining variables such as Residence, 
Schooling, Mother tongue and Parents education the 
Null hypothesis can be rejected. 

Based on the result of the data analysis it can be seen 
that more than half of Nursing students are having 
moderate and low language barrier. As English holds 
the prestigious position as a universal language of 
communication, we need to make the student nurses 
understand the value and importance of English 
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language in their professional work and teaching 
learning process. 
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